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PUBLICATION OF STATISTICAL BULLETIN 4/2009: NORTHERN IRELAND YOUTH RE-OFFENDING – RESULTS FROM THE 2006 COHORT
Issue:
To advise you of the planned publication of the Statistical bulletin ‘Northern Ireland Youth Re-offending - Results from the 2006 Cohort’.
Timing:
It is planned to publish the bulletin on Friday 15th May 2009 via the NIO Website.
FOI Implications
This submission is fully disclosable after publication.
Presentational Issues:
As with the previous youth re-offending publication a formal press release is not considered necessary. The figures presented are the second published indication of Northern Ireland re-offending rates for those aged 10 to 17 year olds.  The figures are similar to the previous analysis; however, as each year re-offending is based on a different cohort of young people with different characteristics and different offending behaviour, it is difficult to make comparisons between the two cohorts. 
Recommendation:
You are invited to note the publication arrangements, which have been agreed with the NIO Press Office.  The key findings and statistical press notice are set out below.
Background

1.
The bulletin is based on the analysis of offenders discharged from custody or commencing a non-custodial sentence during 2006. Three sources of data were used:

(i) Details of young offenders discharged from custody into the community were taken from the Juvenile Justice Centre (JJC) Database, which is maintained by the JJC in conjunction with the NIO Statistics & Research Branch, and matched to the Police Service of Northern Ireland’s Integrated Criminal Information System (ICIS) in order to track criminal history and monitor re-offending. 

(ii) The non-custodial dataset, excluding information on court-ordered and diversionary youth conferencing (see below for further explanation) was drawn directly from the ICIS database. 

(iii) Due to sentence coding issues within ICIS, which in particular make the identification of diversionary youth conferences very difficult, a manual data collection exercise was undertaken by staff within the Youth Conference Service (YCS) to produce the third data source. Information relating to those sentenced to a diversionary or court ordered youth conference order and for which the referral had been ratified was taken from the YCS Database and matched to criminal record information held on the Causeway Criminal Record Viewer.

2.
It should be noted that, due to current data limitations, this study does not take account of pre-court disposals (i.e. cautions, informed warnings etc) when marking re-offending.  In effect, this means that comparisons cannot currently be made with re-offending rates in England and Wales.  To facilitate future comparisons, it is anticipated that subsequent youth re-offending analyses will seek to include such information.    
Key Findings
For the 2006 cohort:

· The overall one-year re-offending rate for persons aged 10 to 17 was 41.8% in 2006 compared with 39.3% in 2005.

· The one-year rate for all youths discharged from custody was 70.7%. 

· Looking collectively at non-custodial sanctions, the one-year re-offending rate was 40.7%. 

· The one year re-offending rate for community-based disposals (including combination order, community service order, probation order, attendance centre order, community responsibility order and reparation order) was 52.1%.

· Youth conferencing had an overall re-offending rate of 37.7%; analysed separately the rates were 47.4% for court ordered conferences and 28.3% for diversionary conferences.

· Within six months over three fifths (61.0%) of those discharged from custody had re-offended on at least one occasion whilst this was the case for 25.8% of those given a youth conference order and 34.7% of those given other non-custodial disposals. 

· 41.2% of the 2006 cohort were aged 17 and of this group, 39.2% re-offended within one year. However, those aged 14 had the highest re-offending rate at almost a half (48.5%).  

· 43.7% of males went on to re-offend within the year whilst the rate for females was much lower at approximately three tenths (29.5%).

· For the total cohort, approximately three tenths (29.9%) of those with no previous convictions re-offended within one year whilst the figure was almost two thirds (66.0%) for those who had nine or more previous convictions.

· For the total cohort, just over a quarter (26.7%) of those with no previous convictions re-offended within one year, whilst the figure was over a half (51.0%) for those who had one to four previous convictions.

Summary
6.
It is proposed to publish the Bulletin on Friday 15th May 2009. A formal press release will not be issued and, therefore, a ministerial statement is not considered necessary. As with previous research and statistical publications, this bulletin will be available to download from the NIO web-site on the day of release.
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